About our laboratory....

GFC testing laboratory was founded in 1997 and is

located in the city of Kastoria, Greece.

It represents the only laboratory in Greece qualified to
carry out high quality control tests in fur skins.

The laboratory is accredited in accordance with the
recognized International Standard EN ISO/IEC 17025:
2005 by the Hellenic Accreditation Council (ESYD) with

accreditation certificate number 22.
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Laboratory Activities

1 Testing laboratory- Analytical Test methods

Laboratory scope of accreditation includes trials
that meet all the requirements of the
International Standard ELOT EN ISO/IEC 17025.
By applying widely accepted methods, which are
specified in International Standards and by
making use of appropriate equipment, GFC

laboratory carries out the following chemical and

physico mechanical trials in fur products:
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e Determination of Formaldehyde cont@\

e Determination of pH

*

e Determination of Chromluirq\\'ﬁ&\fntent

e Color fastness to ar@; light. Xenon arc

fading lamp test - al conditions

. Determings of tensile strength and

percent@ xtension

o,{&@nination of Shrinkage Temperature

@ Wear of hair covering

e Color Fastness to cycles of to-and-fro rubbing




2 Research and Development

v Participates in transnational research

projects

v Participates in proficiency testing/inter-

laboratory comparison schemes

v Detects and fixes quality problems of fur

products

v Collaborates with research institutes,

universities and fur industry experts
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Laboratory’s constant goal is to pro\@B high
quality services as to increase Y

and strengthen Greek Fur‘@ry’s market

position. b
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e consumer confidence

Did you know that...

... levels of harmful substances as

N
formaldehyde, d

pentachlorophenol in g in
leather or fur gifle W/ Mcessed —

chromium (n &

azo-co,

idues must

low levels of hexavalent
chromium (Cr(Vl)) might be
detected in processed furskins.
Cr(Vl) is  highly

carcinogenic and short term

toxic
exposure to it can cause
respiratory  problems, cough,
dyspnea while long term can
have serious respiratory effects

like bronchitis and pneumonia?

... Formaldehyde is a highly toxic
chemical. It is characterized as an
eye, skin, and respiratory tract
irritant. At concentrations in air
higher than 0,1 mg/kg
lead to

irritation

it can
symptoms such as
in eyes, headaches
burning sensation in the throat ,
discomfort in breathing and is
also possibly associated with

cancer?






